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The cost of sponsoring a 
child at the Nkuringo Foundation and Primary School does not 

include the price of a uniform.  We deliberately did that to keep 

the price down and ensure as many children as possible received 

the opportunity of studying at the school.  However it must be 

said that a nice neat uniform gives a child a pride in themselves 

and their school.  A couple of months ago, when we visited the 

school, we realised that it cost only £5 to give a child a new 

school jumper – and £12 to give a whole uniform.  Wouldn’t it 

be wonderful to see a lovely smart school of smiling children 

standing proud to wear their school colours.  I mentioned it in 

the next newsletter and the result was amazing!  You sponsors 

and friends really did us proud!  We ended up with an order 

for 78 jumpers, 46 skirt or trousers and 46 blouses or shirts.  

Dan and Jackie Jenkins, two of our sponsors, actually asked 

how many jumpers were required to ensure every child in 

the school had a decent jumper to wear – and paid for 25 jumpers to ensure 

nobody was left out.  Some sponsors paid for additional uniforms for needy children and I am pleased 

to say that, following the very hard work of ladies of Nkuringo who worked long hours knitting and sewing – 

Operation Smart School is now complete!

Thank you so much everyone who helped make this school look as good as it feels!

Remember - even if you do not sponsor a child - a smal donation towards clothes, books etc is always helpful 

- and the school always send us photos to show us what they did with the money. Of course it also creates 

work for the community which means everyone benefits!

WITH PRIDE
WORN 

THANKS TO YOU !

Above:  Charity busy sorting out 

the new clothes for distribution.

Top:  Children showing how 

great they can look in their new 

uniforms! 



We thought it would be nice for you to get a better 
understanding of the people who make the Nkuringo 
Foundation and Primary School tick.  Each month we 
will focus on one member of staff.  All are important 
and have a different role to play.
We decided to start with the little powerhouse of a 
School Bursar:  Charity.

NKURINGOFoundation Nursery & Primary School Staff

CHARITY NINSIMA
 Charity is 27 years old.  She is the school bursar.
 
She comes from Kafuga Village in the Parish of 
Rubuguri.  She is married to a farmer and has two 
children – Shallot Niwampere and Gideon 

Niwamanya.  She has worked at the school since 2011 and is one of the 
very first pioneer staff who used to teach the children when the school 
was first opened. Charity stays at the school during the week and 
goes home at weekends. Charity completed her 
Ordinary Level at Iryaruyumba High School and hold
s certificates in Secretarial Studies and Computer Literacy.
 
Having spent several days with Charity I can confirm that although 
the above facts are all true – it is only a tiny percentage of the truth 
of Charity.  She is an extremely hard worker who works tirelessly for 
the children.  When we took out the bags of clothes and shoes Char-
ity knew exactly who would benefit from each item – even tucking an 
extra pair of pants into the hands of some saying “this child needs a 
little extra help”
    Charity is at the school from dawn until dusk.  Her little girl Shallot is 
never far from her side and we all witnessed her dancing along to the 
singing displays given by the older children.
 
If someone needs something – Charity will find it.  If someone has a 
problem or needs help – Charity is there.  She has an amazing sense 
of humour and I admire her energy considering she has a family and 
a husband on top of the needs of the school.  As you are aware there 
are many children who live at the school.  When we took clothes out 
donated by Karrie Mellor that included green check uniforms – 
Charity immediately commandeered them all as off duty clothing for 
the boarders – to their great delight! 
    A lot of things in a school make it successful.  I would put my hand 
on my heart and say that the Nkuringo Foundation and Primary School 
runs a lot on the energy, enthusiasm and hard work of Charity 
Ninsima!

Below Right:  Charity and her 

daughter Shallot who is never far 

from her side - the photo  was 

taken during our recent visit to 

the school.

Below Left: Charity in one of the 

school T Shirts all the staff are 

proud to wear.

smiling fa esco o

Below:  Some of the children receiving gifts from the bag delivery this month - 

thank you again Evarist!!!  Agapito  was excited to receive a football manual from 

Cassius his sponsor. Sabina now has pants and socks! Julius received a letter from 

Rotherfield School. Odeta, Moses, Anthony and Evalyne were among the newest 

Batwa students to be given some off duty clothes to wear

We are very luck y to have some 

very generous sponsors and friends who ensure 

there are always plenty of clothes and shoes to be 

taken out for the children.  

    When Steve and I visited in January, among 

all the clothes we took was a bag of new school 

uniform green check dresses and boys shirts 

given to us by Karrie Mellor.  They were very 

well received and quickly allocated as the off 

duty clothes of the children who board at 

the school.  I was aware I still had some left 

at home  to send out.  When Evarist came 

to England at Easter  to visit Chris Read of 

Singing Gorillas he was kind enough to take 

back to Nkuringo for us a bag of clothes 

and gifts for the School - and yes - in there 

i managed to squeeze more green check 

dresses and even more shirts.  You can 

see how pleased the children were to 

look so smart!

    Please be aware that even if I have not got anyone 

taking bags out you can still send letters and photos to 

the school.  As long as it is just paper we have not had 

any problems getting these received - even if it does 

take a couple of weeks

Right:  Nice to see the Newsletter 

bringing a smile to the

community of Nkuringo!
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REMEMBER YOUR NAME WILL BE PAINTED ON
THE CLASSROOM OUTER WALL AS A SMALL THANK YOU  

IN APPRECIATION OF WHAT YOU HAVE DONE 
THOSE ALREADY ON THE WALL ARE

69
As you may know about 15 months ago we raised an appeal for the funding of a 

new classroom for the Nkuringo Primary and Nursery School. To date we have raised £5181 
thanks to the genorosity of Friends and Friends of Friends. £7500 was the target

This was acheived by you buying rungs on a ladder. Various rungs were price differently. 
Because we are getting to the final stages now we have done away with the rungs and now 
you can buy the small red man pushing the rung into position at a £1 a go. You can buy as 

many as you want . Our target is £2319. As many of you are already kindly sponsoring a child  
its difficult to ask you to dig a bit deeper.  But we are. It doesn’t matter how little you 

give - every pound raised helps buy a brick, nails, screws materials etc.  So we are asking for 
you to buy 2319 red men.

There were initially two ladders and the rungs on both ladders were 
nearly completed except a few highly price ones. So what we have done 
is made those odd few rungs more obtainable by breaking the remain-

ing money required down to its smallest common denominator - £1 units.  
You can now buy a man to help push in a rung for£1 - or buy a football team’s 
worth to push it in even further!!!  Every man counts!
  The builder is doing a good job and is well on target.  We only need £2,319 to 
complete this phase.  
The completed building will look like the drawing on the opposite page.
We will still have more mountains to climb once this phase is complete but 
this is the most important and we are so close!
Any help anyone can give us will be 
gratefully received!  We are organ-
ising a 26 mile Marathon Walk in 
August if anyone wants to raise 
sponsorship - watch this space!!!

Artist representation of finished building

Left:  Initially having new classrooms 

and dormitories was just a dream.   The 

children posed at the spot they hoped 

it would all happen.

Above:  The ground is prepared for the 

new building

Above:  The structure starts to take 

shape - you can see the two classrooms 

and the pillars that will hold the first 

floor balcony from which you will  ac-

cess the two dormitories

Right:  Things are moving fast as the 

builders prepare for the classroom roof/

dormitory floor to be installed

Below:  The little red 

men that push the rung 

into position to show its 

target had been reached.

Left and Above:  In last months newsletter

you will have seen the orientation of the school.

The new building (boxed in black on the diagram) is 

shown above as it will look when completed.

%RAISED Garage sale
Beard or Head shaved.

Raffles
Sponsored Walk/Run

Bad Tie day
Guess the number of …(balloons in a 

car, sweets in a jar)
* Helping Mum

cleaning
washing up

*Read-athon
* Baking Cakes at a fete

* Washing Cars

* For our younger readers



WARNING !
I am very sorry to have to confirm to everyone who is a sponsor 

and/or friend of the Nkuringo Foundation and Primary School that 

this month we have had a terrible problem – which is now being 

investigated by the police.  We were unaware that the school email 

account had been hacked until many of the sponsors started to 

receive emails supposedly from families who had been given spon-

sor emails to ask them directly for money.  The families in each 

of the begging letters were different but the story was the same.  

Please please note these are not real cases.  When anyone goes to 

the school for assistance they are listened to and if the need is real 

it is passed on to me to see what we can do.  In that way we now 

have 10 Batwa children and  4 children from the HIV group in edu-

cation, the Women’s group have received funds and clothing and 

we are currently in the middle of a Bra campaign for the women of 

Nkuringo.  Any email you receive from the school – if it is not cop-

ied in to me – should be treated with caution until this has been 

sorted.  The matter is even more serious than first thought – one 

of our sponsors in Ecuador was asked if he could send the money 

for the 8 children he supports via Western Union in cash rather 

than to the school bank account as there was a problem with it at 

the moment.  This was wrong as obviously the school bank is the 

only safe way to give money to the school – who then ensure we 

are given a breakdown of what they have and how it is spent which 

keeps everything transparent.  Unfortunately the sponsor believed 

the email as it came from Asgario, the director of the school.  The 

money was sent as cash to be picked up on a password and is obvi-

ously lost to the school.  Since alerting the sponsors we believe the 

emails have stopped as the perpetrators are aware they have been 

rumbled.  If you do get anything at all please let us know.  Please 

also bear with us and maintain your support through this difficult 

and stressful time for the school.  Please email me privately if you 

wish to discuss further.   Jan Duchesne

We are happy to inform you that the school 

piggery project is doing very well. Its really very 

sustainable and the school has already began to feed the 

children on meat to combat malnutrition.  These are photos 

of the children celebrating Easter at the school whilst 

eating meat from the project. The children were very 

excited as most people only eat meat twice or once a year 

usually on important days like Christmas and Easter if their 

parents can afford to buy it.

 

Thanks to all those who helped us get the project up and 

running – you can see from the

 smiling faces it 

is really 

appreciated!

There are about 145 Batwa people in the community.

They have one big concrete water tank that has a capacity of approximately 20000 

litres.  This is not enough on its own to sustain the needs of the group.

 

Demeteria Nyirahanje and her Son Godwini 
live in this community and described their day to day life.

 Demeteria  Nyirahanje is between 45 to 50 years. She is married to Kagoti and 

they have 8  children. Demeteria’s parents could not remember when she was 

born only that she was born in the forest outside of the cave they lived in.  They 

therefore called her “NYIRAHANJE” Meaning  “born from outside the cave we 

use as shelter“.

 Her son is called Godiwini.  He is very talented and spends most of his time 

making carvings especially the so called “Wooden bicycles”.  

He also makes bee hives together with his father and they sell 

them to generate income.  They also have an apiary so they can 

harvest honey for home consumption.

     Demeteria explained the process of making a basket 

to sell.  You first look for raffia which is comes from 

palm trees.  The raffia is white but is coloured using natural 

dyes from the boiled  root of  rumex  which is an indigenous 

plant.  After being dyed and coloured you start weaving.  It 

takes three days to complete a basket.

 Demeteria is also a farmer and grows beans, sweet 

potatoes sugar cane, and 
passion fruits.

IRENE MUHAWE is the mother of 

Daudi Mbonigaba – one of the first of the Batwa children to 

be sponsored to study at the Nkuringo Foundation and Pri-

mary School.  She has 7 children and she is approximately 

38 to 42 years  old.  Her parents can’t remember when she 

was born, only that she was born while they were in the 

forest, at a time when there was a big fruit harvest.  Irene 

says that is the reason they called her “MUHAWE”  meaning  

“ You are Lucky it is a very good harvesting season”

     She wakes up at around 6:40am,  washes her face then 

goes to fetch water from a stream which is about 4 km 

away.  When she returns home she starts to search for what 

will be their lunch for the day.  She grows sweet potatoes, 

millet and beans on a small scale for home consumption.   

Sometimes, if she is unlucky and they have run out of 

vegetables and she cannot find any work to swap for food 

they go without and can often spend a day without eating.  

She weaves small baskets to sell to local people and tour-

ists who visit the area. Irene is lucky to have one goat which 

has a baby. She also has one hen with three chicks.  Irene’s 

husband travels to get casual labour on the farms.

let them

eat meat
 PIGGERY  PROJECT
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OtherLinks •  NKURINGO

SINGING GORILLA
PROJECTS

Water tanks and filters
Nkuringo is a village and a group of associated settlements and hamlets in the Nyabwishenya sub 

county of Kisoro district of Uganda. The key challenge facing the people of this very hilly and 

mountainous area is the availability of water. Although it rains a lot in this part of Africa with two 

wet and two dry seasons a year, the locating sources of water and the quality of the water is an 

everyday challenge.

    For some time now, Singing Gorilla Projects has been installing water tanks to harvest rain water. 

There are over thirty tanks now in the area, with a program plan to deliver one water tank every 

month. The tanks are sponsored by companies or families. Stickers are made up with the name of 

the sponsor and placed on the tanks.

    With the help of the satellite images on Google maps, Singing Gorilla Projects has been able to 

map the locations of the water tanks and identify areas of household density that needs support. 

Four zones of development have been identified in Nyabwishenya, with sixteen further locations for 

water tanks.

    The installation of tanks in these areas will take Singing Gorilla Projects a year and a half to 

complete.

    A more recent development for Singing Gorilla Projects has been the installation of water filters 

to purify the water in the water tanks.  This means that water no longer needs to be boiled before 

drinking. This not only saves on energy but is good for the environment too. To boil water, a fire 

needs to be made with fire wood. The water filters are not only providing fresh water but also 

friendly to the environment.

    The water filters are developed by The Safe Water Trust in the UK. They are called the AquaFilter 

Community. They were developed specifically for schools, clinics and other community amenities. It 

operates by a hand pump, and delivers up to 300 litres of drinking water an hour. It has a washable 

gauze pre filter to remove solid particles. Membrane washing is done by reverse flushing. Periodic 

maintenance includes greasing the piston seal with grease supplies from a built in container, seal 

replacement by a new seals stored on the piston rod, and chemical washing with tablets stored on 

the unit. Preliminary results show a life in excess of 560,000 litres and over eighteen months (and 

often longer).

    The filters remove biological contaminants, commonly found in water from ponds, streams, or 

shallow wells. They do not remove dissolved substances such as salt, or arsenic, typically occurring 

in deep wells.

    With the water filters, the plan for Singing Gorilla Projects is to deliver a water filter with each 

tank. Additionally Singing Gorilla Projects is targeting the delivery of water filters to the schools of 

the area so as to provide fresh drinking water for the children in class. Just like here in the UK, it is 

recognised that if children are hydrated in class they will perform better.


