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ETHAN RAISES 
         FOR
 NKURINGO SCHOOL
£600+
We are constantly overwhelmed by the kindness of 

adults and children alike who do extraordinary 
things to help others far away they haven’t even met.  
As you know Tolkien Class at Rotherfield Primary 
School have already raised money to sponsor a little boy 
Julius Niwagaba.  Molly Dolding of Tolkien Class then 
decided herself to do a sponsored silence and raised 
enough to sponsor Evaline Nyiramugisha.  Her sister 
Georgie then baked cakes to sponsor Anthony Kazora.  
Cassius Stallion, also of Tolkien, then donated pocket 

money and savings to spon-
sor Agapito Akesiga.  All Tolkien class exchange letters 

with children at the Nkuringo Foundation Nursery and 
Primary School so the bonds between these schools 
are growing.  Ethan Buss is the latest Tolkien class 
member to take up the baton!  Ethan decided to cycle 
the Cuckoo Line from Heathfield to Eastbourne and 
back – a total distance of 28 miles – to raise money 

to give yet another child the opportunity to attend 
school – something we all take for granted here.

It was a magnificent effort!  Accompanied by his dad 
Pip Ethan completed his cycle in 3 hours! 

He stopped half way there but didn’t 
stop on his way back from Eastbourne 
to Heathfield. He celebrated with a well 
deserved fish and chips!
     Ethan has already raised £637.50!   This has 
enabled him to sponsor Junior Ayinamasiko.  Junior 
is from the Kahurire village near the buffer zone on 
edge of bwindi forest.  What a wonderful gift to give 
this little boy!  And now Ethan is busy working out how 
best to use the rest of his donation to the community!

Thank you Ethan – you are a inspirational little boy!

Left and Above: Location of 

route taken by Ethan 

Above: Junior Ayinamasike who 
can now attend school thanks 
to Ethan

ETHAN GETS A THUMBS UP FROM US !

SEE INSIDE FOR 
MORE FUND 
RAISING NEWS!



WE FIRST met Karrie Mellor (seen above on the right) 
when she kindly offered to sponsor Anet Tumuhimbise 

and Ambrose Akampurira to attend the Nkuringo Foundation 
Nursery and Primary School.  Karrie then regularly supplied us 
with clothes and uniforms for the school.  You can see here how 
much they are appreciated!

As we prepare the donations to go into the container Chris Read 
is sending out to Uganda we have once again been blessed with 
donations from Karrie both for the school and the wider 
community.

We thought you would like to know more about this wonderful 
charity and asked Karrie to tell us what “Bags of Support” does:

“We started up about 3 years ago when a friend of ours from 
Romania asked if she could have my children’s old clothes for an 
Orphanage that she had helped out in.  
I was chair of my children’s school PTA at the time and thought 

that if I organised a collection with the school we would be able 
to get enough clothes for all the different age groups in the 
Orphanage.
    I wanted to pay the PTA’s money as I knew how difficult it is to 
raise funds as well as helping out the orphanage. 
    I then needed to find a way of making the enterprise profit-
able so I could pay for staff to help me and pay to transport the 
items to Romania – initially I was selling some of the good qual-
ity clothes in Eastern Europe but we were let down by people not 
paying us so I decided that we should try and keep it UK based.                 
The environmental impact is obviously better as well. – so we 
started to sell on eBay – which to date has worked very well.
We pay 50p a kilo which is over 20% more than the industry 
average. We find a home for everything - nothing we are given 
goes to landfill.
    In the last 12 months we have paid over £10,000 to schools in 
our area and recycled 20 tonnes of clothes.  We have been able 
to send clothes to Turgu Mures in Romania, Hope House in Haiti 
and of course to Nkuringo.”
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Above: Caroline and 

Karrie  from “Bags of 

Support” - who help 

charities raise money 

by collecting re-usable 

clothes, shoes and 

handbags.

Left: Children from 

Nkuringo wearing 

some of the clothes-

donated by “Bags of 

Support”



SPECTACLES APPEAL
Having already asked for Bras and received over 1500 to send out to Nkuringo -  I 

was not surprised when our appeal for unwanted spectacles in the June News-

letter was also answered by you all so swiftly!  I currently have packed over 500 pairs 

of spectacles ready to go in the container to be shipped to Uganda.  Our total was 

really boosted by a wonderful donation sent by Lisa Laws who works in a Specsav-

ers who were happy to give us the spectacles their clients no longer needed.  This 

photo shows only some of the many we received!  They are going to the new 

medical centre Chris Read is setting up where they will be given to those in need.  

A pair of spectacles can make a big difference to someone struggling to see!   

Another great effort by so many kind people!!!!  THANK YOU!



NKURINGO
Foundation Nursery & Primary School Staff

PHIONAH NATUKUNDA

 

We thought it would be nice for you to get a better 
understanding of the people who make the Nkuringo 
Foundation and Primary School tick.  Each month we 
will focus on one member of staff.  All are important 
and have a different role to play.
School Teacher:  Phionah

PHIONA is a Primary three teacher.
She is a professional Grade Three teacher who completed 
her training last year at the Kisoro Primary Teacher’s 
College.
Phiona is 20 years old and comes from the village of 
Kashija in the Rubiguri Parish.
She loves Music, Dance and Drama and is a very keen 
Music Teacher.
She teaches Maths, Science, English, Religious Education, 
Fine Art and Music.
Phiona is a wonderful asset to the school and as you can 
see here her smile is even wider than the smiles of her 
happy pupils!



Sacrament of 
Confirmation

There was great excitement on Sunday 3rd July when 
the Primary Six pupils at Nkuringo Foundation Nursery 
and Primary School went to the Church in Nombe to 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation from the 
Bishop.
They were accompanied by teacher Phiona Natukunda 

(featured in this newsletter) and many of the other 
school children.
Amongst the children receiving the sacrament were 
Esau, Promise, Kellen, Caroline, Lovingi and Sobious.
It was a great day and you can see from the smiling 
faces it is one they will all remember!



NKURINGO
This newsletter has been dedicated to some of the many won-

derful people who go out of their way to help the Nkuringo 
Community.  
On Saturday 9th July 2016 Georgie Dolding, as part of her Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, decided to put on a fundraising event to raise 
money for the Nkuringo school.  We have written about Georgie 
when she baked cakes to raise money to sponsor a little boy to 
attend the school – thus following in the footsteps of her sister 
Molly and her sponsored silence.
Georgie has spent the last month researching and laminating ref-
erence cards for the children to help them with their 
English and Grammar – so obviously a fund raising 
day was just another step in the same direction!
With the help of her mum Mel, Mel’s mum Marion 
(who kindly lent her bungalow for the event) and a 
bunch of family and friends – they were soon ready 
to go!

FUND RAISING FOR 
Foundation Nursery & Primary School

Top Left:  Marion Peck, Mel and Molly Dolding standing with 

Georgie Dolding sitting

Bottom Left: The walker kindly donated by Louise Robertson 

for the new Nkuringo Health Centre – it will make a huge 

difference to someone!

Facing page 

Top Right:  Some examples of the Face Painting

Middle Right: The African cake made by Nina Buss

Bottom Right: Nina Buss and her son Ethan 

The bungalow was adorned in bunting.  Georgie set about baking 
enough cakes to feed an army, Mel appealed on Facebook for 
prizes for the raffle and tombola – and of course people to come 
along!  There was Face Painting and Guess the number of sweets 
in the Jar – not to mention bear naming and selling of books and 
toys!
Nina Buss – mum to Ethan Buss our intrepid cyclist featured 
on the cover of this newsletter – also donated cakes she had 
made – which included one that was so special Mel immediately 
auctioned it on Facebook!  You can see pictures of it here – a 



NKURINGO

chocolate and caramel zebra cake beautifully 
decorated with pictures of Africa.  
The sun shone and as you can see from 
these photos a wonderful time was had by 
all!

Thank you so much Georgie and your 
amazing family for putting in so much hard 
work to make this event a success.
Mel later announced that they had made the 
wonderful sum of £533.60!!!!!

THANK YOU SO MUCH EVERYONE!!!
The school will be very very pleased with this 
great news!



ON JULY 26TH the first SInging Gorilla Projects container makes its way from  

Southampton docks to Mombassa, packed with donations from supporters of the 

Nkuringo projects. The container will be packed with school uniforms, clothes of all types, 

bags of bras, spectacles, water filters, desks, medical equipment, books, guitars,  

trumpets, cooking implements and a whole host of other goodies.

    It will take 33 days to make its way to Mombassa in Kenya. The Singing Gorilla Projects 

ground staff in Kampala, Uganda will organise logistics from Mombassa, across the  

Kenyan plains up to the border with Uganda. Once at the border, we have to cross our 

fingers that customs don’t take an objection to the hotch potch of stuff in the container, 

so that it can make its way across to eastern Uganda to Entebbe on the shores of Lake 

Victoria. I expect this to take the best part of a week.

    Once it’s in Entebbe, it will be transferred to the Black Mamba! The Black Mamba is 

a trusty old truck we use to transport water tanks the 12 hour journey from Kampala to 

Nkuringo. The Black Mamba will transport the donations up to Nkuringo where they will 

be stored in the Singing Gorilla Projects offices as well as the newly constructed health 

clinic.

    During the first part of October, there is a trip to distribute the donations as well as 

check up on the projects. The health clinic has now been equipped with solar energy and 

has plumbing for a sink. We now have to organise a water source! We expect to start ser-

vices in November. During the October trip we will install a further three water tanks.

    This time we will be installing the tanks in a particularly remote sector of the area that 

will require overnighting in a community house I suspect. We will of course check up on 

all the schools in the area as well as the HIV community group that we support.

   I am expecting to do a further trip in December or January, so do drop us a line if you 

fancy experiencing something out of this world.
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WE ARE SAILING


